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TESTIMONY OF 
DANIEL ELLSBERG 

Q-l What is your occupation? 

A Researcher and writer 

Q-2 Are you presently employed by any institution? 

A No. 

Q-3 What was your last employment? 

A As a senior research associate. Center of International 

Studies, M.I.T. 

% 

Q-4 What was the period of your employment and what were 

your duties? 

A I was employed by the Center at M.I.T. as of April 15, 

1970 with the understanding that I would do research 
for a book on international relations focusing on 
Vietnam, on lessons from Vietnam, with the hope that 
I would prodice a book during that time. 


Q-5 

A 


Q-6 

A 


Did you, in fact, produce a book? 

Yes. 

* 

What was its title and date of publication? 

It was entitled "Papers on the War" referring to the 
Vietnam war and the date of publication was September, 
1972. 
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Q-7 Upon what was it based? 

A It presented conclusions based in part, upon earlier 

research as a consultant for the Department of Defense, 

experience as an official in the Department of Defense, 

. my experience in Vietnam as an official of the State 

Department and in particular, research on the history 

v ., of our decision-making in Vietnam done as a consultant 

for the Department of Defense after my return from 

drawn 

Vietnam. The actual analysis and conclusions/and the 
writing from this experience was done as a full-time 
employee at MIT. 



















Q-8 

A 

Q-9 

A 

Q-10 
A ' 


Q-ll 

A 


Where and when were you born? 
Chicago, Illinois; April 7, 1931 


How old are you? 

42 

* 

Would you briefly state your schooling? 

I attended grade school at William Barber in Highland 
Park, Michigan. I was a scholarship student at 
Cranbrook School in Bloomfield Hills, Michigan and 
Scholarship student at Harvard College, 1948-1952. 

I studied on a fellowship at Kings College at Cambridge 
University in Cambridge, England, 1952-195*3. I was a 
teaching fellow and graduate student at Harvard Univer¬ 
sity, Economics Department, in the fall of 1953 and 
early spring of 1954 until I left to join the Marine 
Corps. Upon my return from the Marine Corps in 1957, 

I was in the Society of Fellows at Harvard University 
as a Junior Fellow for 2-1/2 years and subsequently 
while employed by the Rand Corporation in 1962, writ¬ 
ing a PHD thesis and was granted a Doctor of Philosophy 
in Economics in June, 1962. 


Were these various fellowships and scholarships based 
upon economic need as one of the criteria? 

Yes 
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Q-12 


Q-13 

A 


Q-14 


A 


Q-15 

A 


Did you, in the course of your academic work, have 
special fields of study and did you produce a thesis 
in any of these fields? 

Yes. 


State your major fields of thesis? 

For my first three years at Harvard, my special field 
within economics was labor economics aimed at a 
career as a labor consultant or labor organizer. 


Had you previously been a labor economist or labor 
organizer? 

4 

No, but in light of my interest and desire to prepare 
myself for this career, I had joined the UAW at the 
earliest age acceptable of 17 in connection with 3-1/2 
months of summer work in the Dodge Assembly Plant in 
Hamtramck, Michigan as a punch press operator. 
Subsequently, in summer employment, on a ranch in Wyo¬ 
ming mainly stacking hay. (This employment may go above) 
In my senior year, I switched to the field of economic 
theory on the advice of my thesis advisor who was 
himself a labor economist that I could write a more 
interesting thesis in the general field of economic 
theory. 


What thesis did you write? 

The thesis was entitled "Decision-Making Under Uncer¬ 
tainty. . . 
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Q-16 In general, what was its subject? 

A It was a very early analysis of the recent work in 

what is called "Game Theory" or "Decision Theory" 
based upon the work of the mathematician, John Von 
Neumann and Oskar Morgenstern. 

Q-17 'What was your next thesis? 

A It was ten years later in the same general area, 

entitled "Risk,Ambiguity and Decision". 

Q-18 What was the general subject of that paper? 

% 

A A critical analysis of the work in particular of the 

mathematics statistician Leonard J. Savage and the 
subject was, again, the abstract analysis of reasonable 
or rational decision-making in conditions, this time, of 
extreme uncertainty. The focus of my thesis was the 
distinction between decisions and situation whose uncer¬ 
tainty could be represented in terms of probabilities 
which I call "Situations of Risk" and situations of 
more extreme uncertainly which I called "Situations 
of Ambiguity. 
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EMPLOYMENT PRIOR TO MIT 


Q-19 

A 


Q-20 

A 

Q-21 

A 


Q-22 

A 



\ 



Have you had employments prior to that of M.I.T.? 

Yes, my earliest employment reflected my intention at 

that time to become a labor economist or labor organizer 

and I became a punch press operator on the night shift 

at the Dodge Assembly Plant in Hamtramck, Michigan, 

in part, with the purpose of joining the Local of the 

UAW which I did at the age of 17. The following summer, 

with the purpose of learning a variety of types of work, 

large 

I worked as a top stacker stacking hay on a/ranch in 
Wyoming. The Korean War then started and after 
deferral for two years to complete my college and 
year of fellowship, I joined the Marine Corps. 


Did you have periods of employment by the U.S. Govern¬ 
ment, by private companies and by Rand Corporation, 
specifically? 

Yes. 

State the periods of your government employment, 
indicating in each case the particular job. 

I applied for Officer Candidate School in the Marine 
Corps, upon my return from my fellowship in England in 
June, 1953 and was accepted, but entered at the ear¬ 
liest available opening, which was not until April, 
1954 . 

Would you state in summary your service in the Marine 
Corps. 

After ten weeks of Officer Candidate School, and nine 
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Q-23 


Q-24 

A 


Q-25 

A 


Q-26 


months of basic infantry schook, I joined the Fleet 
Marine Forces and the Second Division in Camp Le Jeune 
in North Carolina as an infantry rifle platoon leader. 
After serving as platoon leader in several platoons, 

I became the Assistant Battalion Operations Officer in 
charge of training for the Battalion. I was subsequently 
the Executive Officer of a rifle company and finally 
'during that tour, the Company Commander of the rifle 
company. 


Did all of these events take place in the United 
States thus far? 

They took place in the United States except for periods 
on maneuvers in the Carribean, specifically the Virgin 
Islands and the Island of Vieques in Puerto Rico. 


How long was your periof of'enlistment? 
It was for two years. 


Then what happened? 

In the month that my tour was up, I applied to the 
Commandant of the Marine Corps to have my tour extended 
by two years in order to accompany my battalion to 
service in the Mediterranean in a period when combat 
duty was expected. 


What was the military situation at that time indicat¬ 
ing that combat duty was to be then expected. 


,-t. ... - .V ■ L.. 
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A 


The Marine Corps regarded itself and prepared itself 
to be a ready force in the service of the president 
in case of any crisis or emergency need. The specific 
battalion assigned for duty with the Sixth Fleet in 
the Mediterranean was at that time the ready battalion 
in the Marine Corps that would expect first to be 
.committed in that part of the world. As of June, 1956, 
there were strong indications of hostilities rising 
between Egypt and Israel perhaps involving Britain and 
France in connection with the internationalization of 
the Suez Canal. We were informed of these possibilities 
in briefings at the time, but I was particularly 
persuaded by a series of newspaper columns by Stewart 
and Joseph Alsop'that hostilities were in fact likely 

ft 

and after reading those columns, I wired the commander 
of the Marine Corps to have my service extended. 


Sara1 




Q-27 What were your duties, very briefly, on that tour of 

duty? 

A I was, again, an Assistant Operations Officer for the 

Battalion in charge of training and work as necessary 
on operations plans. 

Q-28 Did you do operations planning? 

A Yes. In fact, hostilities did appear eminent at a 

certain period during this tour and I and my fellow 
assistant operations officer where directed to prepare 
combat landing plans for the battalion, both, in my 
case for Israel and in his case, for Egypt. 
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Q-29 

A 


Did your unit ever engage in combat operations? 


(Hostilities did occur and Dr. Ellsberg will explain 
briefly) 


_.____._...__ ... . _ 


















Q-30 

A 


Q-31 

A 


Q-32 

A 


Q-33 

A 


EVENTS SUBSEQUENT TO MARINE 
CORPS. ENGAGEMENTS 


When did your contact with the Marine Corps end? 

When my battalion returned from the Mediterranean in 
February, 1957. I remained in the active reserves 
until 1961, but I applied to be retained on the active 
reserve roles so as to be available if an emergency 
arose. Ultimately, I was severed for lack of active 
training service. 


When you left active duty in the Marine Corps, what did 
you do? 

I joined the Society of Fellows at Harvard University 
as a Junior fellow. 


4 

What is the Society of Fellows? 


What did you do as a member of the Society of Fellows? 
I studied fields of political theory and psychology 
as related to decision-making in a seminar sponsored 
by the Social Science Research Council at Stanford 
University on the psychology_ of decision-making under 
uncertainty and the following year I spent the summer 
as a consultant at the Rand Corporation working on 
problems related to general nucleor war. In my final 
term as a Junior Fellow, I was selected to give a 
series of lectures as a Lowell Lecturer sponsored by 
the Lowell Institute in Boston on the subject "The 
Art of Coercion, a Theory of Threats in Economics, 

and War". 
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Q-34 

A 


Q-35 

A 


Did you also lecture at Harvard? 

Yes. 

Where and on what subject and with whom? 

I delivered, I believe, two lectures to the Defense 
Policy Seminar at the Center for International Affairs 
conducted under Henry Kissinger. 

(Lectures elsewhere) 


4 
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EMPLOYMENT BY THE EXECUTIVE 


Q-36 


A 


Q-37 

A 


BRANCH 

| 

Leaving aside your Marine Corps employment or service, 
did the time come when you became associated with the 
Executive Branch of the United States Government? 

Yes. 


Will you state when that occurred and the occasion? 

In the summer of 1958, I was a full-time consultant 
at the Rand Corporation in Santa Monica doing research 
on a general contract to Rand from the Department of 
Defense. 

In June, 1959, I joined the Economics Department of 
the Rand Corporation as a full-time employee, again 
doing research oh contract from the Department of 

4 

Defense and specifically for the United States Air 
Force. 

From June, 1959 to August, 1964, I was employed by the 
Rand Corporation . 

From late August or September, 1964, to August, 1965 
I was an official in the Department of Defense. 

From August, 1965 to July, 1967 I was an official of 
the Department of State serving in Vietnam. 

In July, 1967, I returned to become an employee of 
the Rand Corporation until April 15, 1970. 

I was a member of the Pacific Command and Control 
Study (PACOM) serving in effect as Consultant to 
CINCPAC, the Commander and Chief, Pacific Admiral Harry 
D. Feli:, in the fall of 1959 and intermittently 
through 1960 for several months and for several week 
at a time in 19-60. 

In December, 1960, I was a member of a task force on 
the vulnerability of presidential command control 
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Q-38 


Q-39 


Q-40 

A 


Q-41 


A 


Q-42 

A 


Q-43 

A 


State how you secured that employment. 

In each case, I was requested by the Director of 
the project. 


Who was the Director of the CINCPAC project who re¬ 
quested you. 

Dr. John Wilkes of the Office of Nucleor Research. 

% 

4 

Is he still there? 

I don't know 

> « 

Did you become a consultant for this CINCPAC Project 
as an individual or in your capacity as a Rand 
employee? 

Essentially as a Rand employee. I was in each of these 
cases, loaned by Rand to the project. 

How long did the CINCPAC Project last? 

It lasted over a year, though I was not present all 
during- that time. 


Where was your work on the project performed? 

Camp Smith, Hawaii and a number of visits to command 
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L 


facilities throughout the Pacific, in fact, every major 
command post in the Pacific. 

What does command control mean? 

Command and control is a general term having to do with 
the assuring of the effective command, specifically of 
nuclear forces and thus the survival of command posts 
and commanders under nuclear attack, the speed reliabil¬ 
ity and adequacy of communication between commanders, 
subordinate commanders and staff and operational 

nuclear forces, both the communication of information 

% 

upwards in the general command for purposes of decision¬ 
making by the commander and the communication of 
plans and execute orders downwards to operational 
forces to the commander. 

How many other consultants were there? 

About nine or 10 

(Who were they? 


Would you describe briefly the nature of your employ¬ 
ment by Secretary of Defense Gates in December, 1960? 
That was a brief project done on a very urgent basis 

t 

to help devise means of assuring the survival under 
nuclear attack of presidential authority in control¬ 
ling nuclear weapons. It led to recommendations fox 
a network of air-born command posts, sea-borne or 
ship command posts and under ground command posts 
in the United States in the vicinity of Washington 

14 




L 













1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 


l 

I 

with many alternate forms or means of communication, 
among them that would assure the survival at the level 
of the president of an authority in control of nuclear 
forces. 

(Further details to be elicited) 
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Q-47 


A 


Q-48 


A 


Did you do other work for the Executive Branch of 
the Government and particularly the Department of 
Defense? 

Yes. I did a great deal of individual consultation 
work as an individual from the Rand Corporation for 
the Defense Department, State Department and White 
House in the years 1961-1962. In fact, probably more 
than one-half of 1961 was spent that way. Most of that 
time was spent in consulting for the Office of Assistant 
Secretary of Defense for International Security Affairs 
in the Department of Defense. 


Taking first your work for the White House in that 

4 

period, can you indicate briefly the nature of that 
consulting work? 

In early 1961, I gave a briefing upon command and 
control problems and nuclear war planning to the presi¬ 
dent's Special Assistant for International Security 
Affairs, McGeorge Bundy. One result of that was that I 
was later, I believe in March, jointly by McGeorge 
Bundy for the White House and Harry Rowen for the 
Department of Defense to investigate certain problems of 
presidential command control, specifically the question 
as to whether the previous president had in fact author¬ 
ized subordinate commanders to initiate the use of nuclear 
weapons at their own discretion in the event of an out¬ 
age of'communications with presidential authority. 

(Work product to be discussed) 
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Q-49 


Q-50 

A 


What were the projects you engaged in for the Department 
of Defense in 1961/1962. 

As a consultant in February and March, 1961, I was 
directed to draft the general war section and the nationa 
security objectives section of a document known as the 
"Basic National Security Policy" or generally known as 
by its initials, B.N.S.P. 


(Dan Ellsberg to check his records to determine the 
definition of national security or national defense he 
developed) 


What is the B.N.S.P.? 
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Q-51 

A 


Q-52 

A 


What were your next jobs? 

They related to my work on the BSNP. I worked directly 

for Secretary of Defense Gilpatric at his request to 

analyze the annual war plan of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 

the Joint Strategic Capabilities Plan .(JSCP) known by 

planners as the JASCAP, to prepare for him questions 

on this plan to be directed to the Joint Chiefs of 

Staff. I furthermore drafted questions and directives 

substantially 

which were sent as I drafted them. 

From the Secretary of Defense to a Commander of Strategic 
Air Command or CINCSAC calling for modifications in the 
plan for general nuclear war known as the Single 
Integrated Operational Plan or SIOP. 

I helped draft a. set of options or alternative plans 
for general nuclear war to replace the previous plan 
which essentially was a single plan to be used under 
all circumstances of war. 

Next, in the summer of 1961, I was requested to 
join and did join, a task force set up by the Department 
of Defense Directorate of research and engineering at 
the request of the White House known as the "DDR&E" task 
force on limited war research and development. 

Where was this done? 

In briefings and discussions in various headquarters in 
Washington, in the Carribbean, including Guantanamo, 
the Second Fleet Command Ship and Headquarters in the 
Phillipines, South Vietnam, Hawaii and Thailand. 
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Q-53 

A 


Q-54 

A 


How long were you in Vietnam? 

The task force occupied about three months which was 
largely spent at these various headquarters. 


(That was my first visit to Vietnam) 


Next task force? 

I was a member of the Task Force on Presidential 
Command and Control under General Partridge,former 
commander of North America Air Defense, NORAD, as in the 
case of the Gate's task force, this was to elaborate 
the system of assuring the survival of presidential 
authority and control under circumstances pf a nuclear 
crisis or nuclear attack. 
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